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CONFIDENTIAL EC BRUSSELS 1683 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ETRD, EEC, CA 

SUB J : EC-C AN ADI AN RELATIONS: TRADE AGREEMENT AND 
DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 1511 

1, - CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES 
LANGLEY CALLED THE AMBASSADOR MARCH 21 TO REPORT ON THE 
STATUS OF CANADIAN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE NINE. HE 
CONFIRMED THAT AT THE MARCH 12 POLITICAL DIREC- 
TORS MEETING IN BONN THERE HAD BEEN A BRIEF DISCUSSION 

OF RELATIONS WITH CANADA. THE FRENCH SAID THEY HAD A 
DRAFT DECLARATION READY BUT NOTHING WAS PRESENTED 
FORMALLY. AS REPORTED EARLIER (REFTEL), THE CANADIANS 
ARE THINKING MORE IN TERMS OF A TRADE AGREEMENT THAN 
A DECLARATION. 

2. LANGLEY HAS SPOKEN INFORMALLY TO WELLENSTEIN, EC 
COMMISSION DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS, 
ABOUT THE CANADIAN DESIRE TO HAVE A TRADE AGREEMENT. 
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WELLENSTEIN STRONGLY ADVISED LANGLEY NOT REPEAT NOT TO 
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PURSUE THIS IDEA IN THE POLITICAL COOPERATION CHANNEL. 

HE POINTED OUT THAT A TRADE AGREEMENT IS COMMUNITY 
BUSINESS AND SHOULD BE DISCUSSED IN THE USUAL EC 
CHANNELS. AS TO THE POSSIBILITY OF THE COMMUNITY 
NEGOTIATING A TRADE AGREEMENT WITH CANADA, OR ANY OTHER 
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRY, WELLENSTEIN WAS "VERY SKEPTICAL." 
HE VENTURED NO OPINION ON LANGLEY'S GGESTION THAT THE 
POLITICAL COOPERATION FRAMEWORK COULD BE USED TO GIVE 
AN IMPETUS TO NEGOTIATION OF THE TRADE AGREEMENT WHICH 
THE CANADIANS WOULD LIKE. 

3. LANGLEY SAID THAT IN LIGHT OF THESE DEVELOPMENTS, AND 
RECENT US-EC EXCHANGES ABOUT A DECLARATION ON ECONOMIC 
AND POLITICAL MATTERS, THE CANADIANS ARE NOT PRESSING 
AHEAD. THEY WILL WAIT AND SEE HOW WE COME OUT ON THE 
US-EC NINE DECLARATION BEFORE DECIDING ON FURTHER ACTION. 
GREENWALD 
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